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New poll shows that Montana legislators working to undermine health 
protections from tobacco are out of step with state voters 

 
Montanans Concerned About Tobacco Use; Support for Policy Solutions Has Increased 

 
March 31, 2021 -- Montana legislators have introduced numerous bills during the 2021 session to 
undermine health protections related to tobacco use, but this is contrary to what most Montana voters 
want, a new poll shows. 
 
The findings reported by the Republican polling firm New Bridge Strategy show that three-quarters of 
Montana voters are concerned about tobacco use and that the majority of voters strongly support 
Montana’s Clean Indoor Air Act, which protects people from harmful secondhand smoke. The poll also 
shows that most Montana voters support the ability of local communities to adopt policies to protect 
kids and public health from being targeted with tobacco products. 
 
Additionally, most Montana voters oppose allowing cigar smoking in bars and want to see the Clean 
Indoor Air Act expanded to include e-cigarettes. Voters also support increasing the state’s cigarette tax. 
 
Bills, some tabled and others still active, introduced this session include proposals to allow the use of e-
cigarettes in nearly all public indoor spaces and to allow cigar smoking in nearly any bar or restaurant. A 
new bill introduced late in the session would prevent Montana communities from adopting any policies 
to protect kids from being targeted with flavored e-cigarettes.  
 
“The findings show that the tobacco legislation often being put forward in Helena does not match what 
voters really want,” said Amanda Cahill, director of government relations for the American Heart 
Association in Montana. 
 
“Montana is seeing an epidemic of e-cigarette use among youth. The percentage of Montana high 
school students using e-cigarettes significantly increased by 243 percent from 2017 to 2019,” said Kristin 
Page-Nei, Montana Government Relations Director for the American Cancer Society Cancer Action 
Network. “It’s obvious we can’t look to Helena politicians to protect our kids. We need the ability at the 
local level to protect kids from e-cigarettes and other flavored tobacco products, not give the tobacco 
industry free reign to target and addict them.” 
 
The American Heart Association and American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network funded the poll. 
Specific key findings include: 

 
• Nearly three-in-four Montanans are concerned about tobacco use. Over seven-in-ten say they are 

concerned, with forty percent saying they are very concerned. Concern levels are high across all 
demographic sub-groups and throughout the state, although the intensity of concern is most 
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pronounced with older voters (64 percent very concerned among those ages 65+) and women (48 
percent very concerned).  
 

 
 
• An overwhelming majority - 89 percent - of Montana voters support the state’s Clean Indoor Air 

Act, with three-quarters saying they are strongly in support of the law.  Fully 89 percent say that 
they support the law which went into effect in 2009 and “prohibits smoking in all indoor public 
places, including all workplaces, public buildings, restaurants, bars and casinos.”  In fact, fully 77 
percent strongly support the law, while a mere one-in-ten (10 percent) oppose it.  
 
Support is broad-based and widespread for the Montana Clean Indoor Act, including the vast 
majority of all key sub-groups we examined, including across party lines.  
 

• In fact, more than four-in-five Montana voters support updating the state’s Clean Indoor Air Act to 
extend to e-cigarettes.  Respondents were told that “currently, the Montana Clean Indoor Air Act 
does not apply to e-cigarettes.” Fully 81 percent support “updating the law to also prohibit the use 
of e-cigarettes where smoking is prohibited,” and more than three-in-five (61 percent) strongly 
support extending the law.  Just 17 percent oppose it.  
 
Support extends across the state, across party lines and among all key sub-groups, including with 
smokers: 
 

• 78% of men and 83% of women; 
• 79% of Republicans, 71% of independents, and 91% of Democrats; 
• 76% of current smokers, 70% of those who use other forms of tobacco (chewing tobacco, e-

cigarettes, etc.), 78% of former smokers, and 83% of voters who have never smoked; 
• 75% of those under 35, 81% of those 35-54 years of age, 78% of those 55-64 years of age, 

and fully 88% of seniors;  
• 87% in the Great Falls area, 83% in the Butte area, 82% in the Missoula area, 77% in the 

Billings area and 75% in the remainder of the state; and, 
• 84% of those in cities or suburbs, 82% of small-town voters, and 77% of rural residents. 

 
• Montana voters reject allowing cigar smoking in bars by greater than a four-to-one margin.  

Survey respondents were told that “There is a proposal in the State Legislature to allow cigar 
smoking in bars in Montana if they meet certain requirements.”  More than three-quarters (77 
percent) say that they would prefer to “continue to prohibit cigar smoking in bars,” while just 18 
percent want to “change the law to allow cigar smoking in bars.” There is not a single sub-group in 
the state that prefers changing the law to allow cigar smoking over the status quo. Opposition to 
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allowing cigar smoking is most pronounced among women voters (86 percent prefer continuing to 
prohibit cigar smoking) and is significant across the state (never dropping below 69 percent), and is 
widely held regardless of age, type of community, or political affiliation (72 percent of Republicans, 
64 percent of independents and 93 percent of Democrats prefer the prohibition on cigar smoking in 
bars). Interestingly, even 68 percent of current smokers prefer to prohibit cigar smoking in bars.   
 

• Montana voters overwhelming reject a proposal that would prohibit local communities from 
enacting future policies and overturning existing policies regarding the sale of tobacco in their 
community. Respondents were also asked to consider a proposal that “both prohibits local 
communities from enacting any future policies regarding the sale of tobacco products in their 
community and overturns any existing community tobacco policies. For example, a local policy that 
requires stores to keep all tobacco products behind the counter and away from children would be 
overturned by this proposal.”   
 

Nearly three-quarters (74 percent) of Montana voters say that local communities should be able to set 
and keep standards in place regarding tobacco, while only 23 percent say they should not. Voters across 
party lines reject this idea, as illustrated in the following graph:  

 
Voters are adamant that communities should have the ability to make these decisions, with solid 
majorities throughout the state resoundingly in support of the status quo, including: 
 

• 73% of men and 75% of women; 
• 84% of current smokers, 82% of those who use other forms of tobacco (chewing tobacco, e-

cigarettes, etc.), 79% of former smokers, and 69% of voters who have never smoked; 
• 83% of those under 35, 73% of those 35-54 years of age, 66% of those 55-64 years of age, 

and fully 78% of seniors;  
• 68% in the Great Falls area, 74% in the Butte area, 78% in the Missoula area, 72% in the 

Billings area and 77% in the remainder of the state; and, 
• 75% of those in cities or suburbs, 79% of small-town voters, and 71% of rural residents. 

 
• There is almost unanimous support for continuing to use settlement money from the tobacco 

industry to combat underage smoking. 92 percent of Montana voters support this. Three-quarters 
of Montanans say this money should solely be used to fight problems with tobacco, not other 
substances.  
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• Nearly two-thirds of voters (63%) support a $1.50 per pack state cigarette tax increase to fund 

tobacco health programs in the state. Montanans across the party spectrum support this tax 
increase with 57% of Republicans in support, 54% of Independents, and 80% of Democrats.  

Would you support or oppose a one dollar and fifty cent per pack increase in the state cigarette tax, and 
an equivalent increase on all other tobacco products like chewing tobacco and e-cigarettes, with part of 
the revenue dedicated to a program to reduce tobacco use, particularly among kids, and the rest of the 

revenue dedicated to funding health care programs in the state? 

 
 

In conclusion, Montanans are strongly in support of the Montana Clean Indoor Air Act and back 
extending it to e-cigarettes as well. They are also solidly behind the ability of local communities to set 
their own policies over tobacco sales, with Montanans across the state and of all political 
persuasions firmly backing communities setting their own policies.  
 
Lori Weigel bio: Lori Weigel is the Principal of New Bridge Strategy, a research firm based in 
Colorado.  Weigel has directed research efforts for hundreds of political and public affairs campaigns 
throughout the country, including assisting with efforts on behalf of GOP presidential candidates 
four times. Weigel was previously a partner with Public Opinion Strategies, the largest Republican 
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polling firm in the country. Prior to that, she was a Vice President for another GOP firm, The 
Tarrance Group, worked on a Senate campaign through the NRSC, at the National Federation of 
Republican Women and interned for Jack Kemp’s presidential campaign. 
 
About ACS CAN 
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) is making cancer a top priority for 
public officials and candidates at the federal, state and local levels. ACS CAN empowers advocates 
across the country to make their voices heard and influence evidence-based public policy change as 
well as legislative and regulatory solutions that will reduce the cancer burden. As the American 
Cancer Society’s nonprofit, nonpartisan advocacy affiliate, ACS CAN is critical to the fight for a world 
without cancer. For more information, visit www.fightcancer.org. 
 


